
 

 

Shoreshim Annual Member Meeting – 6/6/2021 
 
Amy Joyce called the meeting to order at 10:07 am virtually on Zoom.   
 
Those present included:  Barry Bleiweis, Judy Bleiweis, Jerry Gordon, Amy Joyce, Fran 
Freedman, Bob Schnapp, Sam Harahan, Eileen Harahan, Deb Kamins, Sue Goldfedder, Pam 
Light, Damon Feldman, Janna Kirr, Steve Canner, Sharon Canner, Kari Uman, Larry Uman, 
Tina Rosenthal, Allan Hoffman, Martin Brickel, Barbara Brickel, Deb Steppel, Susie 
Schmuckler, Lou Schmuckler, Sharon Singer, Marianne Meyer, Nikki Haas, Sheila Barrett, Celia 
Dallas, Steve Silver, Shana Spiegel, and Jane Hull.  
 
Screenshot of most of the attendees is included at the end of the minutes, along with the on-line 
Chat discussion. 
 

1. Welcome (Amy Joyce) 
a. Welcome to Virtual 2021 Annual Member meeting.  
b. Reminder to be on mute if you are not talking so we don’t get background noise.  

Raise your hand if you want to inject anything or ask questions. 
c. It’s been a challenging year, but we are starting to emerge and hope to be in 

person soon.  In spite of obstacles, we’ve accomplished a lot. 
i.            High Holiday Services.  We were able to broadcast to the 

community thru utube and it went well. 
ii.             Good turnout with Rabbi Ben throughout the year. 
iii.             Came together in person for annual retreat.  Masked and safe. 
iv.             Winter Festival and Spring Fling activities kept us connected and 

were fun. 
v.              Hebrew Club continued with one graduate. 
vi.              Only cancelled one event that was in person. 
vii.              Started a movie club. 
viii. Had a great engaged board. 

1. Events team (Eileen, Rini, Jerry) finalized next year’s calendar. 
2. Barry and Jenny streamlined treasurer processes. 
3. Susie and Jane started a new committee and did a great job 

contacting potential new members. 
4. Deb and Rini kept Hebrew School going and engaged the kids. 
5. Sue got meeting minutes out really quickly each month. 
6. Sharon Price is At Large Member, and she has stepped in on so 

many different things.  Increased brand name and presence. 
7.              Fran is also At Large and created movie club and ensured 

we had retreat, in addition to other things. 
ix.              Marianne did so much for us in getting us organized and 

straightening up lists. 
x.              So glad Nikki Haas and Barry Toser re-joined us.  Also added a new 

family - The Brody’s. 



 

 

2. Hebrew Club / School Update (Deb Kamins) 
a. Deb is the Parent Liaison. 
b. Graduated one person this year (Leor Feil). 
c. They are meeting most Mondays via Zoom. They include holiday celebrations. 
d. Small group.  Scarlett Woldow, Ezra & Layla Shushan. 
e. Added 2 more children via Zoom (Kayel (6) and Amar (9)) who come pretty 

regularly. Had a Zoom with the mom (Ariela Rosenstein) and it went well and she 
is interested in possibly becoming a member and having children attend Hebrew 
School.  Board decided to give her Member’s Only password and let them attend 
this year to help her decide. 

f. Having a Zoom with the parents to keep them involved in what they want to do 
for Hebrew School.  Not sure if next year will be able to be in person or if parents 
want it that way.  Ariela will also be invited to this. 

g. Will talk to The Brody’s as they have 2 small children. 
h. Scarlett is 3 years ahead of the rest of the children so trying to figure out what to 

offer her to enhance it for her. 
i. Rini has agreed to continue as the Hebrew School Teacher. 
j. If you know of anyone who might have kids and be interested, please bring it up 

to them. You are our best asset for marketing. 
k. Official Name is Kid’s Culture Club. 

 
3. Financial Update (Barry Bleiweis) 

a. Budget attached to end of minutes. 
b. Double checked by-laws and was incorrect that only board voted on budget as all 

of membership votes on it. 
c. One more check came through for Hebrew School. 
d. Came in at -1.2% under.  Spent $279 more than we made. 
e. Almost everything was done by Zoom so we didn’t spend money on facilities. 
f. Last year showed us spending $9,700 more than revenue, but because of Covid, 

we didn’t spend that much.  This year’s budget looks like last years (pre-Covid as 
it lists facilities and meeting in person).  Shows -31.7% (deficit).  Fine as we have 
extra. 

g. Added in Cultural Events and Adult Studies. 
h. Continue with $95,000 total assets and 45 families with 63 members. 
i. Barry made a motion to accept the budget for next year.  Sam seconded it.  All 

approved. 
 

4. 2021 / 2022 Planning (Eileen Harahan / Jerry Gordon) 
a. Calendar (Eileen / Jerry). 

i. 2021-2022 Calendar of Events is attached at the end of the minutes. 
ii. 19 events plus miscellaneous events.  Normally a lot going on. 
iii. High Holidays are starting to move along.  Narrowed in on chairs early 

this year because they are early and anticipate a lot of people taking 
vacation. 



 

 

1. Celia Dallas – Erev Rosh Hashanah 
2. Robin Feldman / Janna Kirr– Rosh Hashanah Day 
3. Jenny – Kol Nidre 
4. Looking for a Yom Kippur Day service.  Sharon Singer volunteered 

and Eileen said she would help her.  Thank you, Sharon! 
iv. Action Item:  Marianne said she would update the home page with 

upcoming events from this list. 
v. Please get in your committee forms as soon as you receive them. 
vi. Eileen is looking for a home for the High Holiday Prayer Books.  Celia will 

deliver them to the first High Holiday Service, but after that, they will 
need a new Home.  Somewhere water safe.  There are about 6 boxes.  
Celia could take them back, she just can’t take them on Rosh Hashanah 
day. 

vii. We are confirmed with Reston Community Center for events.   
viii. We would like to have High Holiday Services in person, if possible.  

We have to wait to see what St. Anne’s will do.  Plan B is that Kari, Deb, 
singers and committee will be at St. Anne’s and we’ll utube from there. 

b. Retreat (Amy Joyce) 
i. April 30th at Claggett Center.  Assuming that can be in person. Pam has 

graciously offered to be one of the committee members and we need 
another one.  One day retreat and we will reserve a block of rooms if 
anyone wants to stay overnight.  Pam is checking out the additional cost 
of catering. 

ii. Also have a date in the fall, November 13th, but decided that may be too 
soon.  Still on calendar as we decided to do an Adult Study with Rabbi 
Ben that day. 

c. Adult Culture Committee (Jane Hull / Susie Schmuckler) 
i. Jane and Susie created this committee and presented it to the Board for 

approval. 
ii. Additional events currently have been done by members on an ad hoc 

basis.  This year the Board planned most of them through the Winter 
Festival and Spring Fling.  This provided a stimulating look at how we 
could do things.  Want to do these activities as how we celebrate our 
roots.  These non-traditional events playan important role in how we 
celebrate our roots. 

iii. New option in committee options.  Need 5 people to be actively involved 
to bring a creative, energetic peace to the calendar.  Chair will fulfill both 
committee requirements and will report progress to the Board.  Movie 
Club will not be included as that is separate.  This committee will plan at 
least 1 field trip per year, Chai Dinners, at least 5 activities (could include 
book discussions, etc.). You will have to book your own rooms, etc.  
Board did this during the past year (Winter Festival and Spring Fling).  
Send Jane and Susie an e-mail if you are interested in being the chair.  



 

 

Participation will be based on how fast you get in your committee 
assignment. 

 
d. 2021-2022 Board 

i. Fran Freedman has been an At Large member quite a while and wants to 
step down.  Thank you to Fran for all she has done!  The Board decided 
not to add another At Large member. 

ii. The rest of the Board members have decided to stay.  Thank you to all of 
them!  A lot have been on a long time and many will be stepping off next 
year so we need people to start thinking about what position you would 
be willing to take.  We can do training and anyone can come to Board 
meetings.  Action Item:  Start thinking about what position you would be 
willing to take on the Board for 2022-2023. 

iii. The Board is getting together over the summer to look at each role and 
responsibilities and what can be streamlined. 

iv. Board for 2021-2022. 
1. President:  Amy Joyce. 
2. Treasurer:  Barry Bleiweis / Jenny Garfinkle. 
3. Secretary:  Susan Goldfedder. 
4. Membership:  Jane Hull / Susie Schmuckler.  
5. Events:  Eileen Harahan / Jerry Gordon / Rini Feil. 
6. Hebrew School Liaison:  Deb Kamins. 
7. At Large:  Sharon Singer (Social Media / Marketing Focus). 

v. Sam made a motion to approve the board.  Deb K seconded and all 
approved. 
 

5. 2021-2022 Membership (Amy Joyce) 
a. Dues (Amy Joyce / Barry Bleiweis) 

i. We had approved a raise in dues at last year’s meeting, but the Board 
decided not to implement it because of Covid and financial hardships.  
We discussed raising it this year and the Board decided not to raise it 
again.  We will revisit it next year.  Decided to keep dues at $325 for first 
person and $300 for second member but took away the early bird 
discount.  

b. Registration Process (Susie Schmuckler / Jane Hull / Sharon Singer) 
i. E-mail and forms to come out soon.  Going to be streamlined and on-line.  

Can pay on-line or via check.  Check is much easier because there is a 3% 
charge for on-line payment via Stripe.  Can ask people to pay that if they 
use it. 

ii. Don’t forget to put in your committee choices and get it in as soon as 
possible to get the committee you want.   

iii. Steve asked if you could send money directly from your bank to 
Shoreshim’s account.  Answer is No. 



 

 

iv. Spreadsheet will be provided to Barry and Eileen with the information 
they need from this. 

c. Participation (Amy Joyce) 
i. Action Item:  Everyone think about where you can get involved because 

we need everyone as Shoreshim is a participatory organization. 
ii. Cultural Events Committee will hopefully grow community. 
iii. Everyone is welcome to join us for Board Meeting and present any ideas 

you have. 
iv. We need more members, especially younger ones. 

 
6. Closet / Cornerstones / A Simple Gesture Updates 

a. Closet (Sheila Barrett) 
i. Representative on Closet Board are Sam Harahan, Davood Sedaghatfar, 

and Sheila Barrett.  Steve Canner is Finance. 
ii. Need to have more volunteers return to The Closet.  They are not asking 

congregations for volunteers.  They ask you to go to their website to sign 
up for slots at theclosetofgreaterherndon.org and use sign up genius to 
sign up for when you want to go.  They are getting many less volunteers, 
so they need people to sign up.  Can also just show up if you have time. 

iii. They were closed from 15 March – June 8.  They received government 
grants and loans to help with expenses and employee payroll.   

iv. Ended 2020 pretty well with a slight profit. 
v. Hours are the same – Mon – Sat 10-5 and Mon and Thurs 5-8pm and 

Seniors only 8:30-10am on Thursdays.  Dressing rooms are still closed. 
vi. If fully vaccinated, wearing a mask is optional. 
vii. At April’s quarterly meeting, they were able to give over $15,000 to other 

area 501c organizations and $32,000 for scholarships to 5 area High 
Schools. 
 

b. Cornerstones (Steve Silver) 
i. Status Report attached below. 
ii. Huge outfit.  $23M budget, which they have to raise a lot of each year.  

Thank you to the Board from upping annual contribution last year from 
$1,000 to $5,000 due to Covid.  Regular budget is $1,000, which will be 
from now on. 

iii. Major focus is 50th anniversary celebration (fundraising effort).  Had to 
cancel a lot of in person activities and moved a lot of events into 
September.  Action Item:  Amy asked Steve to share these events with 
Marianne as events get closer so we can get them out to the community. 

iv. Engaging with Loudoun County to help people find places to live. 
 

  



 

 

c. A Simple Gesture (Bob Schnapp) 
i. Yesterday’s collection marked 6th anniversary of Shoreshim doing A 

Simple Gesture.   
ii. Started with 21 donors and currently approaching 1,600 donors on 84 

driving routes.  25% increase from a year ago. 
iii. Since June 2015, we have collected 560,000 lbs of food; valued at 

$900,000. 
iv. For every $1 spent, we’ve delivered $40 of food to the pantries. 
v. Bob is trying to diversify his responsibilities.  Think about doing more in 

administration support to keep having Shoreshim run it. 
vi. New bag that shows “Program of Shoreshim Jewish Community” that is 

now up higher and bigger print. 
 

7. Open Discussion 
a. June Schmooze has nothing so far, so please send some of these ideas to 

Marianne ASAP. 
i. Action Item: Amy is forwarding the information from Allan on 

discussions. 
ii. Action Item:  Sharon to send Book Club information. 

b. We have a Life Events section that you should check out for what’s happening in 
Shoreshimer’s lives.  Password is Shoreshim2021. 

c. Kari has been exploring diversity equity and inclusion activities.  She would like 
to offer some discussions on this after High Holidays, probably in November.  
Sharon Singer has also been doing this and can combine with Kari to offer this. 

d. If you’d like to attend the Book Club, it’s being held on the Canner’s porch.  
Reading “Sailing True North” now.  Books range all over.  Action Item:  Sharon to 
send the information to Marianne for the newsletter. 

e. Fran brought up field trips.  Had planned to do Arlington Cemetery, but that has 
changed with Covid but might come back.  Also, more discussions and questions.  
Action Item:  Jane asked her to put these ideas in an e-mail to Jane and Susie. 

f. Eileen brought up that there have been lots of trips and special speakers and 
picnics in the past and the Cultural Events committee will continue this. 

g. Asked about the format for upcoming Shabbats this year.  We have reserved 
space and hoping to do things in person with food, but we will reevaluate as we 
get closer and we see how things are.  

h. Hope to see everyone in person soon! 
 

  



 

 

8. Action Items 
a. Action Item:  Marianne to update the home page with upcoming events from 

the 2021-2022 calendar. 
b. Action Item:  Everyone needs to start thinking about what position you would be 

willing to take on the Board for 2022-2023, as most Board Members will be 
moving on. 

c. Action Item:  Everyone needs to think about where you can get involved because 
we need everyone actively involved as Shoreshim is a participatory organization. 

d. Action Item:  Steve is sharing Cornerstone events with Marianne as events get 
closer so we can get them out to the community. 

e. Action Item: Amy is forwarding the information from Allan Hoffman on 
discussions to Marianne for newsletter. 

f. Action Item:  Sharon Canner will send Book Club information to Marianne for 
newsletter. 

g. Action Item:  Fran Freedman is putting her ideas for field trips and discussions in 
an e-mail and send that to Jane and Susie. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned following a motion at 12:09 pm.  On-line Chat conversation is 
included after the minutes. These minutes are submitted by Susan Goldfedder, Secretary, June 
6, 2021. 
  



 

 

2021-2022 Proposed Calendar of Events 

 



 

 

2021-2022 Budget 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Cornerstone Status Report 
 

Status Report—Cornerstones 
     Submitted by Steve Silver 

  
Cornerstones continues to deliver its services throughout the Pandemic,  While most staff are 
working from home, the office on Sunset hills Drive remains open, most work is being done 
virtually or at Cornerstones managed facilities. 
At the request of Steve Silver, Shoreshim’s Board representative and Darood, long time 
prior Board member and supporter of Cornerstones, 
The Board generously agreed to contribute $5000 to participate in Cornerstones 5oth 
Anniversary. Celebration   Shoreshim is a founding member of then Reston Interfaith, now 
Cornerstones. 
Thanks to the Board and all Shorershim members for this generosity/. We 
were the first religious organization member to do so as far as I know, 
 
Cornerstones 50th Anniversary to be celebrated on Thursday,  September 30N PERSON!!   
See link below 
https://www.cornerstonesva.org/50th-anniversary-celebration/\ 
 
See Cornerstones link for more detailed information 
https://www.cornerstonesva.org/ 
Please see below the latest Board Updated which provides a summary of Cornerstones 
activities 
Board Update -  
Dear Board Members – Everyone should have received an email from me regarding the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. The email included a Sponsorship Package with information about our 
event and another handout on all the ways that Board members can support the 50th 
Anniversary. If you did not receive it please let me know, and feel free to follow-up directly with 
Meredith.Hovan@cornerstonesva.org.  
 Upcoming Meetings/Events 
 June 9, 2021: Governance Committee Meeting, 5:00p.m. (via Zoom) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85835157420?pwd=MnpDOTRwUVVMaXBJY0x2OTlocWZLd
z09 
June 15, 2021: Board Meeting, 7:00p.m. (via Zoom) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86337274395?pwd=WVFZQ0dVWG5Zd25rYU1wVWMrcGp5
UT09 
  
Board of Directors Activities 
We have more thank you notes to send out! Please let me know if you are willing to make 5-10 
calls or emails and we will assign donors to you. This is a great opportunity to build a 
relationship with a donor and to keep them up to date with what we are doing and how their 
support makes a difference.  Thank you to everyone who has participated in the Board Thank 
You Outreach campaign! 
  



 

 

Below is a sample thank you note that was provided by a Board member that you are welcome to 
use. 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am contacting you today to personally say thank you for 
your support to Cornerstones.  For 50 years, Cornerstones has been making a difference in 
people's lives right here in the Reston/Herndon area.  Your contributions enable us to continue to 
provide vital social safety net services which are especially important during these pandemic 
times.  What I personally love about Cornerstones is how my contributions make a direct 
difference to people in the neighborhood in which I live. 
 
 Governance Committee Update 
 At the last Governance Committee meeting we held a Virtual Tour with our newest Board 
Members. Attached are the presentations that were referenced during the tour.  
Board Orientation-Virtual Tour of Programs (Contact Information for Staff on the final 2 slides) 
Board Housing Presentation – Deeper Dive on Affordable Housing as an issue in our Region and 
the Cornerstones/Cornerstones Housing Corporation program 
Board Presentation on Food Insecurity and Safety Net Programs 
  
Development Update 
Cornerstones is once again proud to be a sponsor of the 2021 Reston Pride Festival.  Reston 
Pride is a community-based organization made up of LGBTQIA+ persons and their allies. A 
member of the global Pride movement through InterPride, Reston Pride focuses on providing 
resources and opportunities to engage, celebrate, empower, and advocate for the LGBTQIA+ 
community in Reston and its surrounding area in Northern Virginia 
 This year’s festival will include in-person and virtual options. \Virtual - Saturday, June 5, 2021, 
2:00pm – 6:00pm 
In-Person - Saturday, June 19, 2021, 10:00am – 2:00pm 
Where: Lake Anne Plaza 1609 Washington Plaza, Reston, VA 20190 
For more information about Reston Pride events, please visit https://www.restonpride.org/.  
 
 Laurel Learning Center 
 Cindy Foster was a longtime volunteer at Laurel Learning Center. We now have a Little 
Lending Library installed in her memory! Photo Attached    
Community Support and Volunteer Needs 
 Saturdays, May through November—SNAP at Market Assistants- 
https://signup.com/go/LQSKLzV , start at Cornerstones ASAPP Food Pantry, 11484 Washington 
Plaza West, Reston, VA 20190, then proceed to parking lot/Reston Farmers Market near 1609 
Washington Plaza North, Reston, VA 20190.   
Saturdays, May through November—Farmers Market Gleaners- 
https://signup.com/go/aRpepMm  start at Cornerstones ASAPP Food Pantry, 11484 Washington 
Plaza West, Reston, VA 20190, then proceed to parking lot/Reston Farmers Market near 1609 
Washington Plaza North, Reston, VA 20190. 
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities. Click on the links below for more details about these 
upcoming events. If the listed volunteer activities are full, please check back closer to the date of 
service for possible new openings. Please share this with anyone you know who may be 
interested in volunteering. 



 

 

Food Pantry Drive-By Food Distribution: Sat. May 15, June 19, 2021 
https://signup.com/go/UNCLqxe 
Simple Gesture Food Drive Sorting: Sat. June 2, 2021, https://signup.com/go/iFumFxZ 
 Our Embry Rucker and QPID shelter sites have a long list of needs including cleaning and 
disinfecting products (sprays, wipes, face cloths, towels, and more), plus hand soap, bottled 
water, coffee, tea, adult diapers (pull up style please), toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, 
underwear, sweatpants, and t-shirts. Contact Adrian Chadwell for more information about 
supporting these needs. adrian.chadwell@cornerstonesva.org 
Cases of bottled water are needed for Embry Rucker Community Shelter and our QPID Shelter 
sites.  Please drop off at Embry Rucker Community Shelter. 
 Gift-in-Kind Forms – It is Important to Complete Them! 
If you donated food, gift cards, or other material goods to Cornerstones in the past three months, 
particularly to the Embry Rucker Community Shelter, and did not fill out a donation form, please 
visit our website at https://www.cornerstonesva.org/gifts-in-kind/and complete an online Gift-in-
Kind receipt. This receipt may be useful for you at tax time, and the information gathered helps 
us demonstrate the significant amount of community support we receive on our County contracts 
and matching fund opportunities. Thank you for your help with this important request! 
  
Please join our new Cornerstones Volunteer Facebook Group. You can join by clicking the 
link below and then select ‘Join Group’ on the Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/531405087570330/?source_id=468420503248366.  

 

 
  



 

 

Chat from Zoom Meeting 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (10:01 AM) 
I am keeping quiet because my house has 2 sleeping teens who have been working so hard and 
this is the first day they can sleep late! 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (10:20 AM) 
The 5x normal donation to Cornerstones made a huge difference in how our budget numbers 
look 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (10:34 AM) 
Teacher's Aide counts as Volunteer Hours for school 
Middle School is when it starts 
Once Avi gets his driver's license next winter I can be a 3rd backup for Mondays 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (10:41 AM) 
The most important thing as that events are IN PERSON! WOO HOO! 
And Mark and I would like to run the RH Oneg as we did pre-Covid 
Just need 2 additional committee members 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (10:50 AM) 
Can a recording of Kol Nidre be played instead of live singers? 
 
tina to Everyone (10:53 AM) 
Tickets? 
 
Nikki Daruwala Haas (she/her) to Everyone (11:04 AM) 
count me in for the committee. 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (11:04 AM) 
Great idea! 
 
Nikki Daruwala Haas (she/her) to Everyone (11:11 AM) 
I have to get off. Great seeing you all. Stay safe and good health and love to all. 
 
tina to Everyone (11:16 AM) 
Venmo? 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (11:19 AM) 
Tina asked about Venmo? 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:21 AM) 
Gets confusing using another vehicle. 
 
Celia Dallas to Everyone (11:28 AM) 
I have to leave now.  Nice to see everyone! 



 

 

Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:36 AM) 
That’s amazing! 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (11:46 AM) 
Are there thoughts of doing pickups every month instead of every other month? 
 
Sharon Canner to Everyone (11:49 AM) 
Our 
Book Club is Live and well..a minute to update folks! 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:52 AM) 
If you stay on 25 years, you get a watch 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:56 AM) 
https://media.makeameme.org/created/thank-you-amy-e11d9c3538.jpg 
 
Marianne Meyer to Everyone (11:56 AM) 
please send book club info for the Schmooze! 
 
Deb Kamins to Everyone (11:57 AM) 
I'm going to have to leave in a minute. This has been a great meeting so far. You are all 
wonderful! 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (12:00 PM) 
If Shoreshim gets too political, you will lose some people. 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (12:08 PM) 
We could always broadcast on zoom for those who want to do remotely? 

 
 
  



 

 

Screenshot of some attending: 
 

 


