
 

 

Shoreshim Mid-Year Winter Member Meeting – 
1/24/2021 

 
Amy Joyce called the meeting to order at 11:07 am virtually on Zoom.   
 
Those present included:  Barry Bleiweis, Judy Bleiweis, Jerry Gordon, Nancy Gordon, Amy 
Joyce, Fran Freedman, Bob Schnapp, Sam Harahan, Eileen Harahan, Deb Kamins, Mitch 
Kamins, Sue Goldfedder, Pam Light, Rini Feil, Robin Feldman, Damon Feldman, Janna Kirr, 
Steve Canner, Sharon Canner, Kari Uman, Larry Uman, Tina Rosenthal, Rey Aponte, Hope 
Aponte, Allan Hoffman, Martin Brickel, Barbara Brickel, Deb Steppel, Lynn Lilienthal, Susie 
Schmuckler, Lou Schmuckler, Judy Barokas, Sharon Singer, Jenny Garfinkle, Allan Hoffman, 
Marianne Meyer, Davood Sedaghatfar,  Jane Hull and John Hull.   
 
Screenshot of most of the attendees is included at the end of the minutes. 
 

1. Welcome (Amy Joyce) 
a. Welcome to Virtual 2021 Mid-Year Winter Member meeting. We have about 

80% attendance.   
b. We have had a busy first half of the year.  Accomplishments for this year so far: 

i. During the summer we had a bunch of activities which were fabulous. 
ii. First on-line High Holiday Services.  Huge feat that took a lot to pull off 

but came off without a hitch.  We started a YouTube channel. 
iii. Successful abbreviated version of retreat, which was meaningful. 
iv. Started a newsletter which will be monthly. 
v. Starting a movie club. 
vi. Board has worked on cleaning up mailing list, re-evaluated insurance, 

increasing brand name recognition, creative ideas to keep community 
engaged during this trying time. 

 
2. Shoreshim Winter Festival (Amy Joyce) 

a. Started it as a way to keep us busy over the winter. 
b. First event was “Sharing Legacies” movie and discussion, which was good. 
c. Hope and Rini volunteered to organize more discussions on racism.  
d. Second event is to see “American Muslim”.  The link went out.  Discussion is 

Thursday at 7 with the Editor and Producer.  Invited Sisterhood of Shalom 
Salaam. 

e. Feb 12 is Sharon Singer doing Storytelling.  Mix of exercises with stories from 
your own lives.  Short story from your life and family on Judaism can be shared. 

 
  



 

 

3. Hebrew School Update (Rini Feil / Deb Kamins) 
a. Deb has become the Parent Liaison. 
b. Davood is planning for us to buy some trees and plant in a farm that Megan 

owns for Tu B’Shevat, which the Hebrew School children will help plant.  Will be 
called the Ted Stewart Memorial. 

c. Small group (only 4 kids) but the kids are amazing.   
d. They are meeting for Holy Days, Hebrew and Prayers via Zoom on Mondays at 

12:30. 
e. Everyone who wants can attend Holidays.  Will discuss Tu B’Shevat this Monday. 

We are actively marketing these events on Facebook and other social media 
sites. 

f. Mitch suggested that the name change to Jewish Club instead of Hebrew Club so 
we can bring in discussions on famous Jewish People.  Taking off-line to discuss 
at a Board Meeting. 

g. If you have any ideas to get more participation, let Rini know. 
 

4. Financial Update (Barry Bleiweis) 
a. Budget attached to end of minutes. 
b. Financial report was sent out this week. 
c. Dues is down as 8-10 members did not rejoin. 
d. General Fund donations are way down (only about $2,700) because of High 

Holidays being on Zoom. 
e. Expenses are also down due to not using facilities. 
f. Insurance for Torah was just paid. 
g. 49% of revenue over expenses; anticipate close to breaking even this year. 
h. Discussion on funds.  We are using reserves this year with being remote. 

Collected money to do things for Shoreshim and keep this community whole as 
we’ve been going into reserves for 3 years now.  Davood works with someone 
for “Love of Lasagna”.  They prepare it and give it to anyone who asks for it.  
Davood is meeting with her this week to discuss how to expand.  He will present 
to board once he has more information.  If anyone has ideas of good things to 
use money for, send to the board for consideration. 

 
5. Membership Update (Barry Bleiweis / Amy Joyce) 

a. We have 42 families and 59 members. 
b. Jane Hull and Susie Schmuckler are our Membership committee.   
c. Goal this year is to keep members engaged with being remote. They set up and 

coordinated Challah delivery, which was great! 
 

6. Shoreshim Jewish Community Website (Marianne Meyer / Amy Joyce) 
a. Web Site.  

i. We are putting more emphasis on pictures and information and not have 
the information static.  Uses Uncode which is modular so if anyone knows 
how to work with it, please let Marianne know.   



 

 

ii. Will continue to highlight upcoming events and Hebrew Club events on 
Home Page. 

iii. About Us and Programs & Events, they can also go to from the home 
page.  Marianne is using analytics to see where people go and for how 
long so we can update based on that. 

iv. Added Recipe Corner and looking for additional recipes. 
v. Members Only Section. 

1. Tomorrow we will change the password to Shoreshim2021. 
2. Meeting Monday night to discuss how to add in Life Cycle Events. 
3. Service Booklet Section.  Only have some on here, so we need 

more volunteers to help us go thru them and get them all on-line.  
Deb K, Eileen, Kari, and Lou will work on the documents and Deb 
S. will help review for grammar, etc.  

4. Send any photos that you have so they can go on the website. 
5. Information that is getting old is moved to the Archive page. 
6. Deb S recommended pulling some pages from the Event Planning 

Guide so that you don’t have to go thru the large document.  
Example – setting up the Evite.  Marianne would need a list of 
these, which Deb S can provide.  After Deb made the suggestion, 
Eileen pointed out that at the very front of the events planning 
guide is a checklist with quick info so that people don’t need to go 
through the whole book. 

7. Lou suggested that they used to send the password with 
newsletters. Lou wanted Service Booklets in word so he could 
update.  Everyone needs to look for them.  Davood has 
conversion from PDF to Word, so he’s willing to do that 
conversion if you send the PDF to him. 

8. Lou is also willing to talk to Bernie about the information on the 
old website which he thinks includes more service booklets.  Amy 
to coordinate. 

9. Please let Marianne know the order you would like to see 
everything based on what you look at so that she can reorganize 
it. 

 
7. Social Media / Marketing Efforts (Marianne Meyer / Sharon Singer / Amy Joyce) 

a. Goal this year is to get brand recognition using the dove and logo.   
b. Opening events to those outside the community through social media and other 

promotions. 
c. Twitter isn’t very active but Facebook is getting some additional activity. 
d. Google searches were set up. 
e. Facebook - Shoreshim Jewish Community is a page that reaches out to the 

general public.  Shoreshim is a closed group that is members only (or those that 
specifically ask to be in it).  Shoreshim Hebrew Club is the other group that is 
open to the general public. 



 

 

f. Marianne also posts on the different Jewish Facebook pages. 
g. Advertising in The Patch for the different areas is something that is decided per 

event as we get one free community advertisement per event (e.g. Reston Patch 
/ Herndon Patch).  Advertising in additional community Patches has a nominal 
fee. 

h. Potential Members list – Marianne wants to work with Susie and Jane to get a 
good list that we can reach out to.  If you know someone you would like added, 
please reach out to Susie and Jane. 

i. Damon said he could create some content to use in social media every couple of 
weeks. 

j. Any suggestions on groups to join, let Marianne know. Please include “Action 
Item in the Subject line and cc Amy Joyce. 

 
8. Closet / Cornerstones / A Simple Gesture Updates 

a. Closet (Sam Harahan) 
i. Donations are drowning them.  Get about 80 cars per day. 
ii. Decided on gifts for this year.  Shoreshim will be getting a check for $500 

soon. 
iii. The Closet has a voucher program (income eligible) where people are 

referred to them from ministers or those in charge of organizations that 
are in need. If you know anyone, let Amy know and she’ll talk to them. 

b. Cornerstones (Davood Sedaghatfar / Steve Silver) 
i. Trying to help as many families as they can with Hyperthermia and 

Shelter programs. 
ii. Amy reaching out to Steve to see if there is anything we can do to help.  

Below is what Steve provided back via e-mail: 
1. Cornerstones is really over stretched with so many Cornerstones 

clients and client agencies having financial issues. For the first 
time in its history, the Cornerstones Board adopted budget 
projecting a financial loss of about $100,000 hoping that 
aggressive fundraising can make up the difference.   

2. Because of Covid the Cornerstones Board has met only virtually in 
the last year.  Their next Board meeting is on February 9.  Steve 
will provide the Board a written report following that meeting. 

3. In the meantime, Steve urges all Shoreshim members and the 
Board to provide as much volunteer and financial support as 
possible to help them navigate through this terrible Covid 
pandemic.  

4. If you have questions or suggestions for Cornerstones, please 
contact Steve Silver.  

c. A Simple Gesture (Bob Schnapp) 
i. Almost everyone is donating food and there are a lot of drivers.  Been 

wildly successful.  Article in Reston Now in November so over 150 people 
joined because of this article. 



 

 

ii. About 36,000 lbs of food were donated to area food pantries by The 
Green Bag program at the recent December pick up, which was over 800 
bags of food. 

iii. Since June 2015 we have collected 450,000 lbs of food; valued at $750M. 
iv. Donate to LINK (Herndon, Sterling), St Anne’s Episcopal Church, South 

Lakes High School Food Pantry. 
v. Asking if you can put out an extra bag to help more. 

d. Amy is doing work at the Y in Reston. Distribute and package food on 
Wednesday afternoon.  People can pull up and get breakfast and lunch. Let 
anyone know that needs it. 

 
9. 2021-2022 Planning 

a. Calendar (Eileen Harahan / Jerry Gordon / Rini Feil) 
i. Full year DRAFT Fall 2021-through June 2022 Shoreshim program event 

calendar was sent out to all members with the meeting Agenda. 
ii. Rabbi Ben Shalva has been engaged for five events, of which one is a 

Friday night Shabbat.  Bob would like someone to ask Rabbi Ben to 
include discussions as part of all Shabbats. 

iii. Need to reserve rental space soon for next FY events. 
iv. Starting to think of High Holidays so if last year’s chairpersons would like 

to get in touch with Eileen on interest for this next year, that would be 
great. 

b. Board Members  
i. Co-President – Amy Joyce / OPEN 
ii. Treasurer – Barry Bleiweis / Jenny Garfinkle. This is Barry’s last year as 

Treasurer so this position needs someone to fill it. 
iii. Secretary – Susan Goldfedder 
iv. Membership – Jane Hull / Susie Schmuckler 
v. Events – Eileen Harahan / Jerry Gordon / Rini Feil 
vi. Hebrew School Liaison – Deb Kamins 
vii. At Large – Sharon Singer (Social Media / Marketing focus) / Fran 

Freedman 
viii. If interested in being on the board, you can jump on the board as 

an At-Large member to see what else you would like to do. 
ix. Tina volunteered to help Sue on Secretary tasks while we are on Zoom 

and will talk to Barry about Treasurer. 
x. Please let Amy know if you would be willing to be a Co-President, 

Treasurer, or At-Large Member. 
xi. Thanks to Amy for all her leadership! 

 
  



 

 

10. Open Discussion 
a. Hope to see everyone in person soon! 

 
The meeting was adjourned following a motion at 1:15 pm.  On-line Chat conversation is 
included below after proposed budget. These minutes are submitted by Susan Goldfedder, 
Secretary, January 24, 2021, on behalf of the board (listed below). 
 
www.restonshoreshim.org 
Members only password – Shoreshim2021 
 
Please feel free to contact any members of the Shoreshim Board: 

• President:  Amy Joyce - amy.joyce2@verizon.net 
• Treasurer:  

o Barry Bleiweis - bbleiweis@yahoo.com  
o Jenny Garfinkle - beachhappyresorts@gmail.com 

• Secretary: Susan Goldfedder - susan@goldfedder.com 
• Membership 

o Jane Hull – ptotkids@gmail.com 
o Susie Schmuckler - susqmama3@msn.com 

• Events  
o Eileen Harahan - eileen.harahan@aleph1.org  
o Jerry Gordon -- pilldoc50@gmail.com  
o Rini Feil - rinifeil@yahoo.com 

• Hebrew School Liaison: Deb Kamins - debbkamins@gmail.com 
• At Large  

o Sharon Singer (Social Media / Marketing focus) - sharonlprice@gmail.com 
o Fran Freedman - chocobusiness2@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Chat from Zoom Meeting 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:15 AM) 
where is the info about American Muslim? 
 
Fran Free to Everyone (11:16 AM) 
It came in an email, but I can send it to you. 
 
Sharon Canner to Everyone (11:20 AM) 
Technical question: Does have skill in using Vimeo (Muslim American) to stream films through 
one’s TV (using Chromecast)?   I’m adept at streaming Netflix , etc, but struggle with Vimeo. 
Thanks 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (11:20 AM) 
Where is the farm? Which town? 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:22 AM) 
Sharon, you can either 1. stream on your phone and broadcast to your tv or 2. you can 
download a Vimeo app on Chromecast 
 
Debbie to Everyone (11:23 AM) 
if you have a smart tv or firestick you can go to the browser and put in the link. 
 
Marianne Meyer to Everyone (11:23 AM) 
if you have a “smart” TV, or Roku or fire stick, you can try to add the Vimeo channel 
 
tina rosenthal to Everyone (11:25 AM) 
sharon are you mac or PC, do you have roku, fire stick, apple TV? 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (11:28 AM) 
Jewish Culture Club? 
Jewish Holiday Club? 
Not through Shoreshim, but I wanted to mention to parents of High School students that my 
son Avi has been attending a weekly teen discussion group called JSU (Jewish Student Union) 
that is run by an Orthodox guy but the discussion is for all Jewish schools of thought. 
Contact me offline if your teen might be interested 
dsteppel@yahoo.com 
Students from all over NoVA attend 
 
Damon to Everyone (11:37 AM) 
Kids!  Jewish Kids Club.... 
 
  



 

 

Fran Free to Everyone (11:41 AM) 
The film is not available on ROKU Vimeo app (altho’ you will see the trailer).  If you can stream 
from your computer to your TV you will have a great film experience. 
 
Damon to Everyone (11:49 AM) 
We (damon and I) could send out a survey monkey to allow all members to contribute ideas on 
how to use the surplus. 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:51 AM) 
Main site, yes. I can never figure out how to get into the membership site. 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (11:52 AM) 
I only used the website when I was the lead organizer for a Shoreshim event 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (11:52 AM) 
Need an easier password 
 
Judy Barokas to Everyone (11:53 AM) 
If it is for kids maybe that should be in the title.  Jewish kids club, 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (12:00 PM) 
Is that Shoreshim2021 or Shoreshim20-21? 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (12:13 PM) 
What is the new password for membership page? 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (12:16 PM) 
Would the WayBackMachine help us find an earlier version of the Word documents? 
 
Damon to Everyone (12:17 PM) 
you tell us! can you find our site? 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (12:17 PM) 
http://web.archive.org/ 
WayBack shows RestonShoreshim pages as far back as 2003 
 
Sue Goldfedder to Everyone (12:21 PM) 
New Password (starting tomorrow) for members only page will be Shoreshim2021 
 
Debra Steppel to Everyone (12:33 PM) 
FYI Mark and I were "potentials" for almost 10 years before we joined 
 
Sharon Price Singer to Everyone (12:35 PM) 
challah distribution = brilliant 



 

 

I had an idea recently--what about sponsoring a path in Reston? Or sponsoring a highway clean-
up? Gets our name on a sign for all to see... 
 
Damon to Everyone (12:39 PM) 
show them a sign! 
 
Janna Kirr to Everyone (12:44 PM) 
what about posting events on Next Door?  It reaches a HUGE audience 
 
Marianne Meyer to Everyone (12:57 PM) 
I, personally, have mixed feelings about Next Door. A lot of complaints. But open to the idea. 
 
Damon to Everyone (12:57 PM) 
BRAVO!!! 
I do find NextDoor to be very active. 
 
Kari Uman to Everyone (12:58 PM) 
I also have mixed feelings about Next Door - I used to get it but canceled by subscription. I 
found it pretty worthless. 
 
jane hull to Everyone (12:59 PM) 
I get the emails. it’s often a forum for ranting. I would never participate 
 
Damon to Everyone (1:02 PM) 
One day my dog got out from my parents house, and they found him immediately through next 
door. Rants or not, the reach is wide. 
 
Debbie to Everyone (1:13 PM) 
Overwhelming congratulations to Barry (and Judy) for the work that they have done! 
  



 

 

Screenshot of half of those attending: 
 

 


